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designation to SBA’s OHA pursuant to
§121.1103 of this title.

(e) Anyone with information ques-
tioning the eligibility of a Participant
to continue participation in the 8(a)
BD program or for purposes of a spe-
cific 8(a) contract may submit such in-
formation to SBA under §124.112(c).

§124.518 How can an 8(a) contract be
terminated before performance is
completed?

(a) Termination for default. A decision
to terminate a specific 8(a) contract for
default can be made by the procuring
activity contracting officer after con-
sulting with SBA. The contracting offi-
cer must advise SBA of any intent to
terminate an 8(a) contract for default
in writing before doing so. SBA may
provide to the Participant any program
benefits reasonably available in order
to assist it in avoiding termination for
default. SBA will advise the con-
tracting officer of this effort. Any pro-
curing activity contracting officer who
believes grounds for termination con-
tinue to exist may terminate the 8(a)
contract for default, in accordance
with the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tions (48 CFR chapter 1). SBA will have
no liability for termination costs or re-
procurement costs.

(b) Termination for convenience. After
consulting with SBA, the procuring ac-
tivity contracting officer may termi-
nate an 8(a) contract for convenience
when it is in the best interests of the
Government to do so. A termination
for convenience is appropriate if any
disadvantaged owner of the Participant
performing the contract relinquishes
ownership or control of such concern,
or enters into any agreement to relin-
quish such ownership or control, unless
a waiver is granted pursuant to
§124.515.

(c) Substitution of one 8(a) contractor
for another. Where a procuring activity
contracting officer demonstrates to
SBA that an 8(a) contract will other-
wise be terminated for default, SBA
may authorize another Participant to
complete performance and, in conjunc-
tion with the procuring activity, per-
mit novation of the contract without
invoking the termination for conven-
ience or waiver provisions of §124.515.

§124.519

§124.519 Are there any dollar limits on
the amount of 8(a) contracts that a
Participant may receive?

(@) A Participant (other than one
owned by an Indian tribe or an ANC)
may not receive sole source 8(a) con-
tract awards where it has received a
combined total of competitive and sole
source 8(a) contracts in excess of the
dollar amount set forth in this section
during its participation in the 8(a) BD
program.

(1) For a firm having a revenue-based
primary SIC code at time of program
entry, the limit above which it can no
longer receive sole source 8(a) con-
tracts is five times the size standard
corresponding to that SIC code as of
the date of SBA’s acceptance of the re-
quirement for the 8(a) BD program or
$100,000,000, whichever is less.

(2) For a firm having an employee-
based primary SIC code at time of pro-
gram entry, the limit above which it
can no longer receive sole source 8(a)
contracts is $100,000,000.

(3) SBA will not consider 8(a) con-
tracts awarded under $100,000 in deter-
mining whether a Participant has
reached the limit identified in para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section.

(b) Once the limit is reached, a firm
may not receive any more 8(a) sole
source contracts, but may remain eligi-
ble for competitive 8(a) awards.

(c) The limitation set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section will not apply
for firms that are current Participants
in the 8(a) BD program as of December
31, 1997.

(d) SBA includes the dollar value of
8(a) options and modifications in deter-
mining whether a Participant has
reached the limit identified in para-
graph (a) of this section. If an option is
not exercised or the contract value is
reduced by modification, SBA will de-
duct those values.

(e) A Participant’s eligibility for a
sole source award in terms of whether
it has exceeded the dollar limit for 8(a)
contracts is measured as of the date
that the requirement is accepted for
the 8(a) program without taking into
account whether the value of that
award will cause the limit to be ex-
ceeded.
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(f) The SBA Administrator on a non-
delegable basis may waive the require-
ment prohibiting a Participant from
receiving sole source 8(a) contracts in
excess of the dollar amount set forth in
this section where the head of a pro-
curing activity represents to the SBA
Administrator that award of a sole
source 8(a) contract to the Participant
is needed to achieve significant inter-
ests of the Government.

§124.520 Mentor/protege program.

(a) General. The mentor/protege pro-
gram is designed to encourage ap-
proved mentors to provide various
forms of assistance to eligible Partici-
pants. This assistance may include
technical and/or management assist-
ance; financial assistance in the form
of equity investments and/or loans;
subcontracts; and/or assistance in per-
forming prime contracts with the Gov-
ernment in the form of joint venture
arrangements. The purpose of the men-
tor/protege relationship is to enhance
the capabilities of the protege and to
improve its ability to successfully
compete for contracts.

(b) Mentors. Any concern that dem-
onstrates a commitment and the abil-
ity to assist developing 8(a) Partici-
pants may act as a mentor and receive
benefits as set forth in this section.
This includes businesses that have
graduated from the 8(a) BD program,
firms that are in the transitional stage
of program participation, other small
businesses, and large businesses.

(1) In order to qualify as a mentor, a
concern must demonstrate that it:

(i) Possesses favorable financial
health, including profitability for at
least the last two years;

(i) Possesses good character;

(iii) Does not appear on the federal
list of debarred or suspended contrac-
tors; and

(iv) Can impart value to a protege
firm due to lessons learned and prac-
tical experience gained because of the
8(a) BD program, or through its general
knowledge of government contracting.

(2) Generally, a mentor will have no
more than one protege at a time. How-
ever, the AA/8(a)BD may authorize a
concern to mentor more than one pro-
tege at a time where the concern can
demonstrate that the additional men-
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tor/protege relationship will not ad-
versely affect the development of ei-
ther protege firm (e.g., the second firm
cannot be a competitor of the first
firm).

(3) In order to demonstrate its favor-
able financial health, a firm seeking to
be a mentor must submit its federal
tax returns for the last two years to
SBA for review.

(4) Once approved, a mentor must an-
nually certify that it continues to pos-
sess good character and a favorable fi-
nancial position.

(c) Proteges. (1) In order to initially
qualify as a protege firm, a Participant
must:

(i) Be in the developmental stage of
program participation;

(ii) Have never received an 8(a) con-
tract; or

(ii) Have a size that is less than half
the size standard corresponding to its
primary SIC code.

(2) Only firms that are in good stand-
ing in the 8(a) BD program (e.g., firms
that do not have termination or sus-
pension proceedings against them, and
are up to date with all reporting re-
quirements) may qualify as a protege.

(3) A protege firm may have only one
mentor at a time.

(d) Benefits. (1) A mentor and protégé
may joint venture as a small business
for any government procurement, in-
cluding procurements with a dollar
value less than half the size standard
corresponding to the assigned NAICS
code and 8(a) sole source contracts,
provided the protégé qualifies as small
for the procurement and, for purposes
of 8(a) sole source requirements, the
protégé has not reached the dollar
limit set forth in §124.519.

(2) Notwithstanding the requirements
set forth in 8§124.105(g) and (h), in order
to raise capital for the protege firm,
the mentor may own an equity interest
of up to 40% in the protege firm.

(3) Notwithstanding the mentor/pro-
tege relationship, a protege firm may
qualify for other assistance as a small
business, including SBA financial as-
sistance.

(4) No determination of affiliation or
control may be found between a pro-
tege firm and its mentor based on the
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